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“Dad died of melanoma 
at age 62. 

It was just devastating 
and the impact on our whole 

family has been huge.  
He was taken too young, and 
he and our family are missing 

out on so much.” 

- Simon McLean
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Non-melanoma skin cancers

Road deaths
Non-melanoma skin cancer healthcare costs

Non-melanoma skin cancer lost productivity costs

Non-melanoma skin cancers

All other cancers

3 months)

120-149 days (>4 months)

150-166 days (>5 months)
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29 cents per capita

5 cents per capita
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“Being Māori and young, I thought the chances of me 
having melanoma were low. 

But just because we don’t Þ t the mould of a typical skin
 cancer patient, doesn’t mean we’re protected from 

getting it.”

- Briar Avatea
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This document has been prepared by Skin Cancer New Zealand (formerly MelNet) on behalf of the national Skin 
Cancer Prevention and Early Detection Strategy Working Group, with funding support from Te Whatu Ora, 
Health New Zealand. 

It is to be read in conjunction with:

1. Supplementary information to the Skin Cancer Prevention and Early Detection Strategy 2024 - 2028

2. Guidance for skin cancer prevention and early detection messaging in New Zealand

Special thanks must go to to those who have provided considerable thought and expertise to this document:

Dr Bronwen McNoe (University of Otago)
Professor David Whiteman (QIMR Berghofer Research Institute)
Associate Professor Catherine Olsen (QIMR Berghofer Research Institute) 
Katrina Patterson (Skin Cancer New Zealand) 
Shayne Nahu (Health New Zealand - Te Whatu Ora)
Heather Walker (former Head of SunSmart, Cancer Council Victoria) 
Mr Gary Duncan (Skin Cancer New Zealand)
Dr Chris Boberg (Skin Cancer New Zealand) 
Dr Samantha Murton (Royal New Zealand College of GPs) 
Professor Louise Signal (University of Otago)
Hannah Booth (Cancer Society of New Zealand)
Andrea Newland (Melanoma New Zealand)
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Dermoscopy A non-invasive skin examination technique that allows careful examination of skin structures 
that are not visible to the naked eye. In experienced hands dermoscopy can aid in the 
diagnosis of malignant and benign skin lesions. Dermoscopy requires a dermatoscope (a 
hand-held device with a high quality magnifying lens). 
Also known as: dermatoscopy, epiluminoscopy and epiluminescent microscopy 

Early detection Detecting and diagnosing skin cancer in its beginning or early stages to reduce severe 
consequences and improve the likelihood of a positive health outcome. 
Also known as: secondary prevention

GP General practitioner

Invasive melanoma Melanoma that has spread beyond the epidermis

Melanoma in situ An early form of melanoma in which the malignant cells are confi ned to the epidermis
Non-melanoma skin cancer The two main types of non melanoma skin cancer are basal cell carcinoma (BCC) and 

squamous cell carcinoma (SCC). Also known as: keratinocyte cancers
Outdoor worker A person whose job requires them to spend time working outdoors

Prevention Actions taken to infl uence factors that contribute to or increase the risk of skin cancer, with 
the goal of reducing its incidence. Also known as: primary prevention

Skin cancer A disease characterised by the growth of abnormal cells in the skin tissues. The most 
common types of skin cancer are melanoma, basal cell carcinoma, and squamous cell 
carcinoma. There are also less common types of skin cancer that can occur.

Teledermoscopy The remote assessment of dermoscopic images of skin lesions that appear suspicious for 
cancer, conducted by a trained health professional

UVI Ultraviolet Radiation Index. The measure of the intensity of UVR. Also known as: UV Index

UVR Ultraviolet radiation. Also known as: UV Radiation, UV
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